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This research study investigates the numerical and experimental characterization of Functionally Graded
Materials (FGMs) fabricated by the fused filament fabrication (FFF) process. To design and fabricate FGMs,
the gradient-based digital structures were designed using the voxelization method and manufactured with flat
and on edge printing orientations. The direct and gradual transition patterns were fabricated, and tensile test
method was used to characterize the interface strength. The results indicated that the gradual change in fiber
reinforcement reduced the stress concentrations at the interface zone and increased the strength of neat
Acrylonitrile Butadiene Styrene (ABS) properties. The homogenization approach was applied along with the
finite element method to predict the effective material properties of FFF-made FGMs. It was found that the
homogenized values were close to the experimental test results with around 5 % error for flat-oriented parts.
Overall, this research work presents an important step toward enabling the effective design and analysis of

composite structures using an experimental characterization and computational methodology.

1. Introduction

Additive Manufacturing (AM) is a layer-by-layer manufacturing
process used to fabricate three-dimensional (3D) objects directly from
computer aided design (CAD) model data [1]. AM has several advan-
tages in that it produces lighter products; has less material waste
and fewer assembly steps, lower lead time, and no added costs; and
can produce customized complex parts [1,2]. However, most AM sys-
tems are limited in terms of single material deposition, leading to a
performance entirely dependent upon geometry. Among the various
AM methods, fused filament fabrication (FFF) is one of the most pop-
ular, being extensively implemented to produce polymer and compos-
ite structures [2,3]. Novel AM systems have been adapted to deposit
multiple materials in a single manufacturing process, allowing deliber-
ate placement of each material. Recently, AM methods have enabled
the fabrication of multi-material complex geometries with site-
specific properties [4].

With the advancement of the FFF process, multi-material structures
can be 3D printed with the gradient interface regions using a single
extruder machine, which allows for the functional multi-material com-
posite parts to be produced directly from the design stage [5]. The
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multi-material FFF process is key to fabricating advanced components
using a variety of materials available in the market. The ability to pro-
duce multiple materials in a single fabrication process makes the
blending of various similar and dissimilar materials possible. In the
conventional multi-material AM process, joining two materials is lim-
ited to discrete interface regions, which create high-stress concentra-
tion areas and potential failure zones. Hence, functionally graded
materials (FGMs) could be deposited at a specific area of the compo-
nent with an enhanced interface region to locally improve the overall
thermo-mechanical performance of the final part [6,7]. FGM is an
advanced engineering material, which is characterized by the varia-
tion in composition and structure over volume, resulting in corre-
sponding changes in the properties of the material [7]. In recent
years, FGMs have experienced considerable attention in the materials
science and engineering society, which has led to the development of
other manufacturing methods. FGMs are of great interest to a larger
range of industrial sectors and applications including the aerospace,
automobile, energy-absorbing structures, optoelectronic devices, and
biomedical implant industries [8]. Today, various AM methods can
fabricate FGMs using unique manufacturing techniques [9-13].
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Fiber-reinforced composites fabricated by AM processes have
grained tremendous attention from the aerospace, automobile and
medical industries due to the advantages of enabling the production
of complex, lightweight, and high-performance composite materials
[2,14-16]. Mechanical properties of FFF-made fiber-reinforced com-
posites have been extensively investigated. Fabrication of composite
FGMs with the FFF method is however new and hence the evaluation
of microstructure, composition, mechanical properties, and computa-
tional modeling of these structures are pertinent.

One of the goals of the current work is to characterize the strength
of material interfaces, for example, the one with neat material property
and the other one reinforced with short carbon fibers. Conventional
manufacturing techniques cannot allow internal features of the com-
posites to be customized with integrated functionalities. In addition,
the volume, amount, shape, and location of reinforcement in the
matrix material can be accurately controlled to allow each material
to be deliberately placed in a single structure to achieve the desired
mechanical property for a specific application. To this end, under-
standing of mechanical properties and computational modeling of
FGMs with fiber reinforcement is crucial. In addition, microstructural
analysis is performed to investigate the internal feature of the compos-
ite materials. Micrography of printed composites allows the effect of
fiber reinforcement, fiber breakage, and fiber orientation on the
mechanical properties of FGMs to be studied.

Numerical simulation of composite structures is challenging due to
the differences in involved length scales. While the finite element
method could be used to simulate the structural mechanics of this sys-
tem (resolve all length scales), it requires a lot of computational time.
Homogenization is the standard approach for eliminating this problem
of scale in finite element analysis (FEA) for composite materials. With
homogenized material data, structures only need to be simulated at the
macroscopic scale, making composite simulation significantly less
expensive computationally.

To computationally model the fiber-reinforced composites, the
multiscale modeling method has been utilized by researchers
[17-19]. Multiscale modeling is a hierarchical computational process
that allows material properties of fiber-reinforced FFF made FGMs to
be predicted [20,21]. This method would eliminate the need for exper-
imental evaluations to predict the effective material properties that
can later be used for finite element simulations of composite struc-
tures. However, design and analysis of FFF-made composite materials
are key challenges due to the anisotropy present in the microstructure
of the fabricated parts [22,23]. Since the 3D-printed composite parts
have directional properties, and their material behavior is highly
dependent on the process-induced microstructure (e.g., the volume
fraction of fiber and voids and fiber orientation) [24], it is essential
to consider these effects in computational modeling. An FFF-made
FGM composite consists of several involved scales:

e Microscale: the domain of short carbon fiber reinforced ABS

e Mesoscale: the shape of the bead and interbead voids

e Macroscale: Specimen geometry with gradient transition between
materials

Fig. 1 depicts the three-scale homogenization framework applied in
this research.

Recently, Gupta et al. investigated the effect of process parameters
of short-fiber reinforced polycarbonate polymer matrix composites
fabricated by the FFF process. The authors found that the fiber behav-
ior inside the composite influenced the mechanical performance of the
final parts. In their study, it was found that printing direction and fiber
reinforcement percentage were the most influential parameters [25].
Several research studies have addressed the homogenization and lam-
ination theory of the mesoscale geometry of FFF-made neat parts using
the homogenization approach [23,26-29]. Nasirov et al. performed
multiscale modeling of FFF-made fiber-reinforced composite parts
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Fig. 1. Three-scale homogenization framework.

using an asymptotic homogenization method by involving three-
scale hierarchy. A microscale representative volume element (RVE)
with different fiber volume fractions and orientations (aligned and
random) was successfully generated. Material property obtained from
the microscale was then incorporated into the mesoscale RVE to
employ the homogenization method. It was concluded that the pre-
dicted Young’s modulus that considers random fiber orientation with
an actual RVE microstructure is sufficiently precise compared to the
experimental test results [23,30]. In another research study by
Somireddy et al., a homogenization method was applied to computa-
tionally model the fiber-reinforced ABS composites. It was found that
the elastic moduli obtained from the presented method precisely char-
acterized the mechanical behavior of printed parts [28]. Babu et al.
performed the RVE generation procedure for fiber-reinforced
microstructures by considering the fiber orientations derived from
the fiber-infused microstructure with different fiber orientations
[31]. Another research study investigated the effective material prop-
erties of the tungsten-infused, metal-matrix composite derived from
the microstructural information using the homogenization method. It
was concluded that errors between the proposed method and the
experimental results showed less than 10.5 % error [32]. Additionally,
Cuan-Urquizo et al. used the FEA along with micromechanical meth-
ods to predict the mechanical behavior of 3D printed parts for different
infill densities [33]. In their study, the errors found between microme-
chanics and FEA simulations were negligible. Moumen et al. reviewed
computational modeling of additively manufactured composites [34].
Wang et al. performed a research study to investigate the prediction of
mechanical properties of short carbon-fiber reinforced composite parts
fabricated by the AM method [35]. The predicted fiber orientation was
used to estimate its effect on the mechanical properties; however, the
research study only focused on the numerical modeling and simulation
of fiber-reinforced composites without further validation of the results
using experimental or other methods.

Besides the mentioned research studies regarding the FFF-made
composites, characterizing the multi-material interfaces is an impor-
tant step in manufacturing FGMs with enhanced boundary quality.
The abrupt changes in mechanical behavior at the interfaces between
two dissimilar or similar products with different thermo-mechanical
properties can lead to mechanical failure. As compared to conven-
tional multi-material composites, FGMs could be much more robust
due to their gradient transitions, which can reduce the mechanical
stress concentrations, hence preventing delamination at crack-
sensitive areas and improving the durability of loadbearing compo-
nents [8]. Previous research studies focused on the influencing factors
of the AM technique on the interface strength of multi-material struc-
tures. Lopes et al. [36] studied the effect of the bonding mechanism on
the interface performance of printed multi-material parts. In their
study, only discrete material interfaces with different material combi-
nations have been investigated. It was revealed that the chemical
aspect of the material affinity must be considered to understand the
physical aspect. Hasanov et al. investigated the variations of interface
properties of dissimilar polymer material combinations using the ten-
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sile testing method [5]. Different interface patterns were designed
using the voxelization method and fabricated by the multi-material
FFF process. It was found that gradient transition of interface yielded
higher strength and stiffness values than interlock and direct transi-
tions of PC and ABS materials. Brackett et al. investigated the material
transition behavior from neat ABS to short carbon fiber (SCF) rein-
forced ABS using a Big Area Additive Manufacturing (BAAM) blended
extrusion process [37]. It was found that the transition between mate-
rials is directionally dependent, with ABS to CF/ABS having a change
length of 3.5 m compared to 3.2 m for CF/ABS to ABS. Conventional
sandwich panel designs that are fabricated by the AM processes expe-
rience structural weak points and fracture at the material interface. Vu
et al. investigated the effect of print orientation on interface integrity
of the multi-material jetting AM process [38]. It was found that align-
ing the interface transition perpendicular to the printing direction
increased the fracture resistance. Overall, it can be concluded that a
limited number of studies in the literature have investigated the
mechanical properties of fiber-reinforced FGMs fabricated by the FFF
process using numerical and experimental methods.

In the present work, design, fabrication, and numerical and exper-
imental characterization of composite FGMs have been studied. Fabri-
cation of composite FGMs using the FFF process allows multi-material
structures with locally improved strength and stiffness properties to be
obtained. Mechanical characterization of FGM parts performed using
the tensile test specimens fabricated with flat (XY) and on-edge (XZ)
printing plane orientations. Microstructural description was used to
evaluate the fiber orientation and length distribution in the printed
parts. Hierarchical computational models were applied to the material
modeling of FFF-made FGM composites. The properties of neat ABS
and SCF were employed to determine the material behavior of micro-
scale domain of composite. Then mesoscale material properties of ABS
alone or SCF reinforced ABS were computed by considering interbead
voids which was inherited during layer deposition process. Material
behavior of fabricated FGM composite was then computed by applying
various gradient functions at macroscale to determine gradual change
of material properties throughout structure. Developed model was
used to estimate material behavior of different interface patterns and
predicted values were compared with the experimental test results to
validate the proposed approach. In addition, concentrations of ABS
and CF/ABS composites were fabricated and mechanically tested. This
is conducted to understand the material behavior of the heterogeneous
composite at certain volume fraction of FGM material. Homogenized
material properties of heterogeneous composite were then validated
using experimental test results. Finally, results and further work
regarding the development of computational design methodology for
effective design and analysis of FFF-made composites are discussed.

2. Materials and methods
2.1. Design of digital structures

To represent material distribution on the CAD data, a voxel (the
unit for volumetric pixel) was used to design FGM specimens. A voxel
is the form of a rectangular pixel that represents a 2D image as a bit-
map, which is the smallest unit in a 3D volume data obtaining a logical
value, with one defining a solid space and zero defining a void space.
Mesh-based CAD data such as the standard tessellation language (STL)
represents only geometrical information. However, the voxel-based
design method can accommodate heterogeneous material information,
which can be used to design graded components. Voxels are closer to
determining the real characteristics than the traditional STL approach
[39,40]. The workflow of the voxel-based approach is given in Fig. 2.

Several research studies performed the voxel-based representation
schemes to fabricate FGM structures through AM methods. Ituarte
et al. used voxel-based methodology to design and fabricate FGMs
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based on digital materials [13]. The mechanical behavior of fabricated
parts using a material jetting technique was defined by the combined
effect of mechanical properties of the base materials used at the voxel-
scale (~90 um). Doubrovski et al. presented a bitmap printing method
and digital workflow using a multi-material high resolution AM pro-
cess. They designed the material composition based on the predefined
voxel resolution to print objects with locally varying material proper-
ties, aiming to satisfy the design objective [41]. In this research, the
voxelization method was applied to the macroscale representation of
the FGMs.

One of the objectives of this study is to characterize the interface of
multi-material components. Hence, different interface transition pat-
terns such as direct transition and continuous gradient transitions were
designed using Voxelizer software (ZMorph, Poland) and tested using
the mechanical method. To understand the effect of gradient length at
the interface region, 5%, 10%, 30%, and 100% length of the overall
test specimen was determined as the FGM transition. The material
properties of 3D printed composites differ from those of the materials
used to fabricate them and create anisotropy in the final part. There-
fore, XY and XZ printing plane orientations were used to manufacture
the FGM specimens. Infill orientation was defined as 0/90 layup and
fixed for all specimens. Fig. 3 shows the designed interface patterns
along with their defined functions.

2.2. Experimental setup

A single nozzle multi-material 3D printer was used to manufacture
the FGM specimens with different printing orientations. The process
description of the multi-material FFF technique is presented in
Fig. 4. The design capability of the FFF process allows two filaments
to be fed directly to the same melting zone and extruded simultane-
ously based on an adjustable ratio of materials.

In this research study, ABS and SCF reinforced ABS were used to
fabricate FGM composites. Processing parameters employed for the
printing process and material data are shown in Table 1 [17,25,42].

Mechanical testing was performed using an Instron 5582 UTM ten-
sile machine at room temperature. The procedure was conducted in
accordance with ASTM D638 “Standard Test Method for Tensile Prop-
erties of Plastic” [43]. Test specimens with a 50 mm gauge length were
fabricated in two printing directions such as XY and XZ with a 0/90
layup orientation and tested with a strain rate of 5 mm/min. In addi-
tion, direct and FGM with 5%, 10%, 30%, and 100% transition pat-
terns of ABS and carbon fiber reinforced ABS (CF/ABS) were used to
characterize the interface strength.

2.3. Computational method

The homogenization theory developed from studies of partial dif-
ferential equations and two explicit assumptions are considered. One
of the assumptions is that fields vary on multiple spatial scales due
to the existence of a microstructure. Second, it is assumed that the
microstructure is locally periodic [44]. Homogenization is an accurate
approach in performing an FEA on the microscale structure of the
material and is the approach implemented in this research. As the
homogenization process starts modeling with RVE, the creation of a
simplified geometry, as well as the definition of material properties
of the constituent materials, is required. Subsequently, the geometry
is meshed for FEA. The RVE is then exposed to several macroscopic
load cases, and its response is computed, resulting in the homogenized
material data [45].In this context, defining the properties of the base
materials and the RVE is an essential step toward homogenization.
An RVE is defined as the smallest periodic volume element of a mate-
rial with an accurate statistical representation of the typical material
properties used in a macroscale model. In this study, an RVE is taken
from the microstructure of the FFF-made parts to perform numerical
homogenization. RVE is considered through scales from micro to meso
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Fig. 2. Voxel-based workflow representing FGM objects, (a) 2D pixel image; (b) 3D voxel model; (c) defined materials for each voxel; (d) CAD model data; (e) STL
data containing only geometrical information; (f) voxelated data generated from STL model, which contains two different material phases.
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Fig. 4. Process description of the multi-material fused filament fabrication
process.

and from meso to macro. Microscale RVE consists of the short fiber
reinforcement and the matrix (ABS) material. Mesoscale RVE consists
of the deposited beads and layers, which create voids during the fab-

rication process. Here, the homogenization approach determines the
effective constitutive matrix of the fibers infused into the matrix and
layer of the FFF-made composite parts using the data of the
microstructural and mesostructured information. Homogenization
methods have been available for a long time, and detailed information
can be found in the literature [28,44,46,47].

The RVE is considered a macroscopically homogeneous orthotropic
material, and the stresses and strains are the local fields at a point in
the RVE. At a macroscopic level, average stress and strain fields are
calculated by averaging the local stresses and strains over the volume
of RVE, respectively. The average stress and strain field is given below:

1 1
i =— [ o5(x,y.2 d@,éi-:—/sw x,y,2)d® 1
y |®|/® J( y ) y ‘®| o l}( y ) ()

where® indicates the volume of RVE, 5, &; are the average stress and
strains, o;(x,y,2), and &;(x,y,2) are the local stress and strain of the
RVE defined in the local coordinate system of x,y, and z. The relation-
ship between the average fields of SCF and the matrix in an RVE is as
follows:
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Table 1
Printing process parameters and material properties.
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Process parameters

Base material properties

ABS SCF
Nozzle temperature (°C) 245 Melting point (°C) 245 —
Bed temperature (°C) 100 Density (g/cm®) 1.12 1.81
Infill density (%) 100 Tensile strength (MPa) 44.1 4137
Infill pattern 0/90 Elastic modulus (GPa) 2.39 242
Layer height (mm) 0.18 Glass transition temperature (°C) 101 -
Printing speed (mm/s) 20 Flexural strength (MPa) 59 -

& = vafij + va‘gf,E,-j = VfEfij + va;]'? (2)
In Eq. (2), f denotes SCF and m denotes matrix material,
respectively.
Once the homogenization procedure is completed, stress and strain
tensors for each RVE will be available to compute equivalent material
properties. The relationship between & and ¢ is:

{} = [Cl{e} ©)

where C is the effective stiffness tensor of the RVE.

The constitutive matrix is obtained by applying six different strains
of £ to the RVE domain, enforcing the displacement field on the
boundary surface of the RVE. When the RVE is subjected to various
boundary conditions, the coefficients of the effective stiffness tensor
C are computed by solving six boundary value problems (BVP). For
each of the BVP, only one strain of sg. value is different from zero. It
means that the finite element (FE) model of the RVE being subjected
to a unit strain is prepared for six different strain load cases. More
detailed discussion regarding the theory can be found in [45]. Then,
the results lead to computing average local stress and strain fields,
and finally effective stiffness tensor.

Overall, a three-scale homogenization framework is given in Fig. 5
and starts with the approximation of fiber orientation and length dis-
tribution using the microstructural description.

Since the fiber angle orientation significantly affects the composite
material property, orientation tensor was then computed using the
fiber angle distribution. The microscale RVE was modeled using the
finite element (FE) method. Homogenization along with the FE model-
ing was conducted in Ansys Material Designer (ANSYS Inc., USA). RVE
was modeled with smaller finite elements to avoid the mesh depen-
dency. Homogenized microscale material property was then employed
to find the mesoscale CF/ABS material property. Mesoscale RVE was
modeled in both cases of neat, printed ABS and CF/ABS materials.

Prediction of functionally graded material property
using homogenization and FEA

Y ¥

[ MICROSCALE MESOSCALE @:ROSCALE
T T
Fiber orientation & o
length.distribution ﬁl:; e:‘o::i:::t:ad e
from microstructure

Generate microscale Create mesoscale feate macroscale
RVE domain & mesh RVE domain & mesh geomtery
| I I
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® Ecp/ans ® Epined ABS efine the gradient
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material property

Compute the
ayerage stresses

Fig. 5. Three-scale homogenization framework for calculating effective

material properties of FGM composites.

After homogenizing printed material property for the ABS and CF/
ABS case, the base material properties were then incorporated into
the FE implementation of a tensile test specimen with predefined gra-
dient functions. The following steps involve the averaging of stresses
throughout the area of the specimen and finding the effective material
property for FGM.

2.4. Microscale and mesoscale RVE generation

Various RVE generation algorithms for the composite microstruc-
ture are reported in literature. The main limitation of most RVE gener-
ation algorithms is the constraint of fiber concentration percentage in
the matrix material with a given aspect ratio (AR). Fiber AR is depen-
dent on the diameter and the length of the fiber, which is the ratio of
fiber length to fiber diameter. Nominal fiber diameter and the approx-
imate fiber length have been obtained from the microstructural images
of the deposited layers. Fiber length can be different or broken after
the extrusion process due to fiber-to-fiber interaction and contact with
extruder screw threads. Therefore, microscopic images are used to esti-
mate fiber length distribution in the deposited composite layers.

In the present study, digital analysis of fiber orientation using
image processing software is presented to compute approximate fiber
orientation tensor. Types of fibers and their orientation in a polymer
matrix are important factors determining the properties of produced
material [2,17,48,49]. Therefore, image analysis is used to estimate
the fiber angle and length distribution in the matrix material. The
adopted AR of fibers is found to be 20 using microscopic measure-
ments. Fig. 6 shows the RVE shape obtained from microstructural
description.

ImageJ software was utilized to analyze the orientation of the
fibers [50]. This program is widely used in the scientific community
to analyze the microstructural images. A series of microstructural
images were taken using the optical microscope to investigate the fiber
orientation and length distribution inside the matrix material. Fig. 7
shows one of the sample images used to calculate the approximate
fiber orientation with respect to the printing direction. Approximate
fiber angle orientations were less than about 5° with respect to the
printing direction. It should be noted that only clearly shown fibers
are measured on the cross-section of the microstructure. In addition,
approximate fiber length was determined to be around 150 um based
on image analysis of the microstructure.

Thermogravimetric analysis (TGA) was performed to identify the
fiber volume fraction in the printed parts. It was found that weight
fraction (W;) of fibers inside the printed part was nearly 6.889%.
The relationship between volume and weight fraction of the fiber
and matrix can be calculated using Eq. (4):

PrVy

Wy=— P 4
T Ve (1-Vy) “

where the W, indicates the weight fraction of the fiber, p, and p,, are
the densities of fiber and matrix respectively, and V is the volume frac-

tion of the fiber. Since the weight fraction of the fiber was found using
the TGA method, the volume fraction of the fibers can easily be calcu-
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Fig. 7. Cross-sectional view of microstructure of fiber reinforced FGM sample that is used to estimate the fiber orientation distribution with respect to the printing

direction, (a) micrography of the FGM part, (b) fiber angle distribution.

lated. The volume fraction of fiber content (V) in this research study
was found to be approximately 4.71 %.

After finding the fiber volume fraction and orientation tensor of the
fabricated CF/ABS composite, the RVE of the microscale was gener-
ated. Fig. 8 shows the microstructure of the mesoscale RVE where
the periodic voids were observed. These voids influence the material
property after the 3D printing process. Therefore, due to their periodic
nature, they are considered during the homogenization process at
mesoscale.

Fig. 8 also indicates the implementation of finite elements on the
micro and mesoscale RVE of CF/ABS composite material before the
homogenization process. Since the RVE layup has a 0/90 orientation,
the fiber orientation was also considered separately in 0- and 90-
degree directions.

2.5. FE implementation on macroscale
FEA was performed to obtain the effective macroscale material

property and to validate the proposed design approach with the exper-
imental results. The linear gradient function was employed to change

the material properties. The equation below shows the gradient func-
tion used to compute Young’s modulus and Poisson’s ratio:

(MCF/ABS - MABS) 'f(xq7yq)
AL

where M (x,y) is the material property that varies linearly along the x or
y axis; Msps and Mcr/4ps are the mesoscale material property of ABS
and CF/ABS, respectively; AL is the difference between two coordinate
points where the gradation occurs; f (x,, »,) indicates the quadrature
points of each element that vary linearly along the x or y axis.

Material properties such as Young’s modulus E(x,y) and Poisson’s
ratio v(x,y) were evaluated at the quadrature points of each element.
The FE method for graded elements using an isoparametric formula-
tion was implemented [51]. The average stress (o',,vg) was computed
by integrating stresses (6. ) along the load direction and dividing them
by the overall area of the tensile specimen [52]. Then, the effective
Young’s modulus (E) was computed by dividing the average stress
(6avg) by strain value (g, at the far end of the specimen:

M(xq7yq) = + Myps (5)

E= 2o (6)

Exx
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Fig. 8. Microscale and mesoscale RVE models meshed using finite elements.

3. Results and discussion
3.1. Microstructural analysis

Microstructural analysis was performed to investigate the internal
morphology of FFF-made FGM composite materials. A static mixer
was inserted inside the hot-end nozzle to help in mixing the polymers.
Micrography of these materials was also evaluated to understand the
effect of the static mixer on the blending of the materials. Fig. 9 shows
the cross-section of the material fabricated in a 0/90 layup orientation.

It is evident from the microstructure that fibers are mainly oriented
in the printing direction. ABS and CF/ABS regions are shown in the
microstructure with the interbead voids, which are created during
the deposition of the layers. Although the static mixer was added
inside the nozzle, materials did not properly mix as seen from the
microstructure. Since the matrix materials are the same for ABS and
CF/ABS, the formation of material phases may create good adhesion,
which could help to prevent structural failures such as the delamina-
tion of layers. The addition of fiber reinforcement into the ABS matrix

100 pm

Fig. 9. Microstructural image of FGM sample shows the ABS and CF/ABS
material phase.
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enhances its mechanical properties. Changing the volume fractions of
SCF throughout the part may influence the mechanical properties as
well. In the microstructual image, fibers are uniformly distributed
inside the CF/ABS matrix, which eventually helps to enhance the
material property of the final composite material.

The goal of fabricating FGM is to observe the bonding strength of
multi-material parts at the transition areas and to improve the mechan-
ical performance using appropriate FGM transitions. Poor interface
affinity results in weakening of the bonds and affects the overall mate-
rial performance. Based on microstructural analysis, manufacturing of
multi-material components could strengthen the interface affinity by
gradually changing the material distribution.

3.2. Analysis of tensile properties

It is crucial to understand the mechanical performance of multi-
material components with a gradual interface transition. Tensile test
specimens were fabricated with neat ABS, FGMs, and CF/ABS. It
should be noted that the FGM here has a linear transition in the Z
direction. Fig. 10 indicates the variation of material properties with
respect to different printing plane orientations, e.g., XY and XZ. As
shown, the material property changes based on the addition of fiber
reinforcement.

FGM parts fabricated on the XY plane show enhanced strength and
stiffness as compared to neat ABS material. Material property varies
linearly and is expected between ABS and CF/ABS. However, speci-
mens manufactured on the XZ plane yielded poor tensile behavior in
all tested samples. Testing FFF-made specimens perpendicular to the
printing direction indicates a weak response because of limited adhe-
sion between the layers that is shown in several studies [5,17,25,53].
FGM tensile test results on the XZ plane is around 13-15 MPa, which is
lower than neat ABS and CF/ABS testing results. Here, the lower
response occurred in the XZ case because of the applied transverse
load with respect to the fiber orientations. In addition, fibers in the
second phase may create micro-stresses between the matrix-fiber inter-
face as well which can create extra complications during mechanical
load. In this condition, the tensile load is not uniformly distributed
from the fibers to the matrix. The stress concentration acts more on
the end of the fibers and usually propagates at the matrix-fiber inter-
face, resulting in premature failure or matrix cracking. However, the
tensile strength of the CF/ABS material yielded better results than
the FGM sample due to the uniform distribution of fibers throughout
the specimen.

3.3. Interface strength evaluation

Multi-material components fabricated by the FFF process may have
critical interface issues, depending on the adhesion of the layers
between two materials. FGM can effectively overcome the interface
problems especially between similar and dissimilar materials. A simi-
lar material interface could have several issues. For example, changing
from one material property at sharp interfaces could result in high
stress concentrators at the joint of these materials and could increase
the chance of interface failure. Even in connecting two incompatible
materials, Udupa et al. [7] and Hasanov et al. [5] argued that FGMs
could act as an interfacial layer to enhance the bond strength. There-
fore, FGM plays a vital role to fabricate components with better inter-
facial strength and prevent them from unexpected failures. Here, the
custom-made specimen was fabricated to characterize the interface
strength between the ABS and CF/ABS materials. Interface character-
ization was performed between dissimilar materials such as ABS and
PC in the previous work [4].

Fig. 11 shows the tensile strength and modulus result of various
interface design patterns such as direct, FGM 5%, FGM 10%, FGM
30%, and FGM 100%. FGM specimens were fabricated with different
gradient transition length. As shown in the following graph, transition
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Fig. 10. Stress and strain graph of ABS, CF/ABS and FGM composites fabricated on XY and XZ plane.
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Fig. 11. Variation of strength and Young’s moduli of various interface design
patterns.

length affects the strength of the interface of the specimens that are
fabricated and tested on the XZ orientation.

The longer the gradient transition length, the lesser the material
abrupt property changes and reduces the stress concentrations
between the materials. Although the matrix materials are the same,
difference exists in material properties between ABS and CF/ABS
materials. The strength of the direct interface is considerably lower
than those with gradual transitions, but close to a full FGM transition
length in terms of tensile modulus. The FGM of 5% has a slight advan-
tage over the full FGM transition with a stiffer response. The strength
and modulus of 10% and 30% FGM transition length are very close to
each other (around 15-17 MPa of tensile strength and 2.2 GPa Young’s
modulus) and indicate a significantly higher interface strength than a
direct transition pattern. Results show that although the matrix mate-
rial is the same, the sharp transition of material properties increased
the stress concentrations which also reduced the strength and stiffness
of the part. The gradual change of material properties increased the
strength by approximately 58% and stiffness by 6% for FGM 5% com-
pared to sharp transition. FGM 10% showed 84% higher strength and

5% stiffer response than direct transition. The length of the gradient
transition was also compared between the FGM designs. FGM 10%
showed 17% higher tensile strength than FGM 5% due to the increase
in gradient transition length. The comparison between FGM 30% and
direct transition showed 75% difference in tensile strength as shown in
Fig. 12.

It can be seen from Fig. 10 that the strength of FGM 30% dropped
by 7% compared to FGM 10%. The highlighted area on the FGM 30%
specimen shows the stress concentration zones that led to a drop in
tensile strength and hence the gradual change in materials should be
considered inside the gauge area.

The difference in material behavior of the specimens could be due
to a variety of factors such as poor affinity between layers (when the
load is applied transversely to the printing orientation), staircase
effect, and the effect of part vibration during the XZ printing orienta-
tion. Fabricating the specimens with lower layer heights could
increase the surface quality and reduce the outer roughness of the
specimens fabricated on the XZ plane. The higher layer heights
increase the chance of crack propagation between layers. However,
fabricating specimens with lower layer heights increases printing time
significantly and therefore is considered for future work.

Overall, direct transition interfaces fabricated by the FFF process
are considered critical and weak joint regions in terms of bond
strength. With the advantage of a gradient transition, the bonding
strength at the interface could be enhanced to reduce stress concentra-
tions at the multi-material interfaces.

3.4. Homogenization results

Microstructural samples showed that there were fibers inside the
matrix and periodic voids between adjacent beads and layers of FFF-
made parts. Table 2 shows the experimental and homogenized results
of specimens printed in XY and XZ directions. From the table, it is evi-
dent that the elastic modulus increases with the addition of fiber con-
tent for FGM, and CF/ABS specimens fabricated on the XY plane. The
trend is not as consistent as other directions for both homogenized and
experimental samples. The overall results of the numerical method
showed the maximum error of less than 14% in comparison with the
experimental test results. The prediction of Young’s moduli is accurate
for neat ABS, CF/ABS, and FGM samples fabricated on the XY plane.
However, the error percentage increases for the specimens printed
on the XZ plane. An acceptable range is between 10 and 14 % for
ABS and FGM materials. However, Young’s modulus yielded reason-
able results for the CF/ABS manufactured on the XZ plane. The approx-
imate fiber orientation and length distribution were obtained from the
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Fig. 12. Comparison of FGM designs with respect to the direct transition.

Table 2
Comparison of experimental and homogenized results obtained for neat ABS,
FGM, and CF/ABS for XY and XZ orientations.

Young’s Moduli (GPa) Error %

Experimental test results Homogenized values
ABS XY 2.291 * 0.025 2.256 1.53
ABS XZ 2.261 * 0.425 2.019 11.99
CF/ABS XY 4.911 *= 0.052 4.958 0.96
CF/ABS XZ 2.701 + 0.083 2.659 1.55
FGM XY 3.256 + 0.067 3.399 4.39
FGM XZ 1.987 + 0.032 2.249 13.18

microstructural description, and fiber-matrix interface was assumed to
be perfect. These assumptions could have increased the errors between
the predicted and experimentally tested specimens.

The homogenized results for the ABS and FGM specimens fabri-
cated in the XZ direction have higher relative errors than XY speci-
mens. One possible reason for high errors in the vertical direction is
poor layer-to-layer adhesion quality of the fabricated specimens. Since
periodic voids occur between the layer and bead, the strength of the
interface between layers depends on the affinity of the layers. In this
case, the joint region becomes dependent on the proper interface bond
and the size of contact area between the layers. The phenomenon as
presented in Fig. 13 shows the staircase shape of the outer surface of
the specimen. Staircase shapes act as stress concentrators at the outer
surface of the specimen that are prone to have a crack-initiation area.
These staircase effects contribute more to the weakness of the speci-
men and create delamination between layers where the load acts trans-
versely to the printing direction.

Specimens fabricated on the XY plane (printing direction) yielded
the highest strength and modulus values when they are tested along
the 0 or 90 layups orientations. It can be concluded that CF/ABS spec-
imens produced better tensile strength and modulus properties than
the other materials because the fibers were mainly oriented in the
printing direction. It is important to clarify that the bond strength
between dissimilar materials is hard to achieve. This often results in
structural weakness, which is vulnerable to delamination. Fig. 14
shows the normal stress distribution at the interface of different tensile
specimens tested on the XZ orientation to validate the experimental
test results reported in Fig. 11. The direct interface pattern shows
the highest stress concentration at the joint region of the ABS and

CF/ABS materials. The lowest tensile strength recorded is due to the
sharp transition between materials and material properties.

A gradual transition between materials however reduces the stress
concentration regions. Fig. 14(a), (b), (c) indicate that the longer the
linear transition length, the fewer stress concentrators acting at the
interface, which eventually increase the bonding quality of constituent
materials. Due to the nature of the ASTM D638 tensile test specimen
geometry, stress concentrations act at the starting location of gauge
area which may add extra weakness on FGM 30% and 100% transition
specimens (Fig. 14(d), (e)).

Fig. 15 shows the comparison of predicted stiffness of interface pat-
terns with the experimental test results. The error percentage between
FGM 100% and the experimental result was higher than other speci-
mens. Predicted and experimental results showed less than 7% relative
error values. The graphs indicates that the homogenization framework
is congruent with the experimental results, making it is an effective
method to predict material properties of 3D printed parts.

3.5. Analysis of concentrations of ABS and CF/ABS materials

Homogenization of a mesoscale RVE was modeled and the macro-
scale material property of the heterogeneous material was predicted.
Volume fractions of both ABS and CF/ABS materials were fabricated
using a multi-material dual filament single extruder to analyze and
understand the behavior of material properties for each concentration.
Fig. 16 shows the variation of material properties of neat ABS and CF/
ABS materials. It is known that the increase in fiber concentration in
matrix materials improves the material properties of the fabricated
components. A similar scenario is valid here as well, and the difference
is only the processing condition (functionally graded AM). The multi-
material printing capability allows the fiber concertation to be varied
within the model geometry. The increase of the CF/ABS concentration
results in the increase in stiffness properties from neat ABS to a CF/ABS
composite filament. The goal of fabricating different volume fractions
of the constituent materials (ranging from 20% to 80 % by volume) is
to understand the behavior of the blended material property at a speci-
fic location of the FGM sample.

Tensile test results in Fig. 17 reveal the variation of material prop-
erties from neat ABS to CF/ABS. The graph shows the linear trend from
neat to SCF reinforced ABS materials fabricated on the XY plane. Since
the bonding strength heavily depends on the layer-to-layer adhesion
and the surface quality of the specimens, the XZ-oriented specimen
does not follow the appropriate trend. The tensile strength and stiff-
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ness of XZ samples are in the range of 22-30 MPa. According to
the microstructural measurements and assumptions made on deter-
mining the fiber orientation and length distribution, the fibers were
mainly oriented in 0 and 90 directions. In these directions, the
fibers significantly contribute to the strength of the final part.
However, there could be a minor effect on the mechanical proper-
ties of ABS and CF/ABS blends fabricated on the XZ plane. This is
because the load is applied transversely to the fiber direction and
did not influence the mechanical properties of 3D printed parts.
As a result, there is a minor effect on the mechanical properties
of ABS and CF/ABS blends fabricated on the XZ plane. Fibers only
act as a stress concentrator inside the ABS matrix during tensile
testing and do not contribute immensely to the strength of XZ
specimens.

Fiber reinforcements affect the toughness of the material blends as
well and indicate a decreasing trend as shown in Fig. 17.

Homogenization of a mesoscale RVE was modeled, and the macro-
scale material property of the heterogeneous material was predicted.
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The comparison of predicted material properties of volume concentra-
tions of ABS and CF/ABS materials was presented in Fig. 18. Results
predicted by XY and experimental results showed less than 10% error,
and predicted material properties followed the increasing trend from
ABS to CF/ABS. Since the CF/ABS composite phase increases its vol-
ume fraction (SCF concentration increases as well) in the bead
(Fig. 9), the Young’s modulus of material blends also increases from
neat ABS to a CF/ABS composite.
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Fig. 19 shows that the SCF inside the ABS matrix is mainly aligned
with the printing direction. As the tensile load is applied transversely,
fibers act as the stress concentrators, resulting in the formation of local
stresses and these stresses initiate cracks that propagate at the inter-
face of two materials and result in matrix cracking. Although the fibers
always act as a stress concentrators, there is a substantial contribution
of fiber orientation on the mechanical properties of the final
component.
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Fig. 19. Micrography of FGM specimen fabricated and tested on XZ plane.

4. Conclusion

To conclude, this study presented the modeling of FGM composites
using a three-scale homogenization framework and investigated mate-
rial transition strength using the tensile test method. The effective
material properties predicted by the homogenization framework for
XY blended samples confirm the validity of the experimental test
methods. Fiber orientations, length distributions, and fiber volume
fractions in the ABS matrixes were determined using microscopical
images and TGA analysis.

The main findings of the study are:

e Approximate fiber orientation and distribution were determined

using microscopic images. These were successfully used to estimate

the fiber orientation tensor to perform the microscale homogeniza-
tion process.

Relative errors in the prediction of Young’s moduli for ABS, FGM,

and CF/ABS composites were less than 5% for the XY specimen,

however, the XZ specimen showed higher error values (@pproximately

14%) than the XY counterpart due to poor layer-to-layer adhesion

and surface roughness.

e The FGM specimen fabricated on the XY plane yielded higher
strength and stiffness properties than neat ABS material due to
the addition of a fiber reinforcement and aligned fiber orientations.
Although the tensile strength of FGM was lower than neat ABS for
XZ oriented specimens, the FGM showed a higher stiffness result.

e Interface patterns were successfully designed to investigate the
effect of various gradient transitions with respect to sharp transi-
tion pattern. It was concluded that the higher the transition length,
the fewer the stress concentrations at the material interface region,
which eventually improved the bonding strength.

e Various samples with different concentrations of ABS and CF/ABS
materials were manufactured to investigate the material transition
behavior and predict heterogeneous FGM material properties.
Experimental results showed a linear trend, with tensile strength
and stiffness property increasing from the ABS to the CF/ABS com-
posite material for the XY orientation. However, this trend was not

12

consistent for the XZ-fabricated specimens. Homogenized values
were congruent with the experimental results for both XY and XZ
oriented samples.

It is envisaged that experimental data from this study will lead to
optimally designed composite FGMs at less cost, reduced weight,
and enhanced performance. Future work will include the optimization
of material distribution along with the gradient material transition
zone. Since fiber length and angle distribution were defined based
on approximations, computed tomography could be employed as an
experimental technique to measure fiber orientation and length distri-
bution for more accurate results. Finally, microscale could include
porosities and voids that can be characterized and included in
microscale-generation algorithms.
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